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Editors’ Comments

It is a pleasure to offer our readers another substantive issue of research 
articles, reflections, and summaries of important scholarly meetings all in 
support of understanding with greater clarity the state of Catholic educa-

tion and its distinct contribution to our communities, the Church and broader 
society. 

The issue begins with Rachel Collopy, Connie Bowman, and David Tay-
lor who offer us insights into the educational achievement gap as a social jus-
tice issue. The authors present Catholic and Marianist conceptions of social 
justice that call people to work with others to transform institutions in order 
to further human rights and promote the common good. Drawing on key 
elements of Catholic teaching, the authors argue that the achievement gap 
constitutes a social injustice. They then offer a case illustrating collaboration 
between university-based teacher educators and school faculty to transform 
the institutions of school and of teacher preparation. 

Kathleen Glenister Roberts asserts that while social justice education has 
a rich and ancient history within the Catholic Church, academic disciplines 
have only recently begun to make the idea of social justice relevant within 
courses for undergraduates.  This paper considers the field of interpersonal 
communication from the vantage point of social justice in the Catholic intel-
lectual tradition. The essay discusses philosophies surrounding social justice, 
interpersonal communication, and friendship–ultimately asking what a uni-
versity course centered on “soul friendship” might look like.

Kathleen Engebretson writes a conceptual paper considering some of 
the foundational issues which a teacher needs to have at least considered (if 
not resolved) when he or she sets out to encourage students to understand 
and appreciate the variety of religions in his or her communities. These is-
sues include terminology, assumed hierarchies of religions, fundamentalism, 
religious history, student beliefs, and critical analysis about religions. All 
of these foundational issues provide rich content for educators’ reflections, 
reading, and discussions with colleagues and dialogue with students.

Carlos McCray, Floyd Beachum and Christopher Yawn offer an explora-
tion into the idea of integrating critical spirituality in urban education lead-
ership. Drawing upon the strengths of the African American community 
and their collective historical experiences, this essay explores creative ways 
to integrate spirituality in the education of students in urban schools.
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 Richard Sinatra and James J. Maher, C.M., reveal in their manuscript 
how St. John’s University implemented mission-focused programs to advance 
its unique Catholic perspective, that of the Vincentian tradition to serve the 
poor and remedy social inequities. Major program initiatives have included 
an expanded and enriched focus on academic service learning and a dedi-
cated effort to measure program impact through outcomes-based quantita-
tive and qualitative research methodologies. Religiously affiliated institu-
tions may find program components and organizational strategies explored 
in this piece to be beneficial in their own work in serving the poor, needy, 
and disenfranchised.

Jeffery Thielman, president of the Cristo Rey Boston High School offers 
lessons learned and the theories applied to facilitate a school turnaround.  
Because turnaround is a relatively new area of focus in education, there is 
limited research on what does and does not work, and even the definition of 
turnaround is a work in progress. This article gives some history and context 
for school turnarounds currently taking place in the United States and de-
scribes the turnaround of a Catholic, inner city high school in the Archdio-
cese of Boston. The author has been involved with the Cristo Rey movement 
since 1998.

Our Focus Section for this issue is introduced by Mimi Schuttloffel - 
professor of education at the Catholic University of America and Journal 
Board member.  The focus section summarizes content from the 2011 CHEC 
conference on Catholic identity sponsored by The Catholic University of 
America.

Various Authors reflect on Catholic identity from the 2011 Catholic High-
er Education Collaborative Conference. These proceedings include selected 
presentations on Catholic identity by six participants of the 2011 Catholic 
Higher Education Collaborative (CHEC) Conference on Catholic Identity 
at The Catholic University of America.  The conference, jointly sponsored by 
CUA and St. John’s University, is the forth in a series of five national confer-
ences sponsored by the collaborative.  Each of these presentations looks at 
Catholic identity from a different perspective, including collaborative part-
nerships between K-12 schools and higher education, school policies that 
promote Catholic identity, curriculum, research into Catholic social teach-
ing, and leadership. 

Finally, John J. Convey presents the results of a survey conducted in 
2010 of over 3,300 administrators and teachers in Catholic elementary and 
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secondary schools nationally about their understanding of the meaning of 
the term “Catholic identity.”  The vast majority of respondents viewed the 
school’s culture or faith community as the most important component of 
its Catholic identity. Several aspects of Catholic identity that received high 
ratings were prayer, the content of the religion course, who taught religion, 
liturgical celebrations and participation in service.  The respondents viewed 
the percentage of Catholic students as the least important aspect of Catholic 
identity.
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