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APPENDIX III: ADDENDUM TO THE CTSA REGISTRY 
 

NEW ACTIVE MEMBERS 
 
Beldio, Patrick. Ph.D. in Religion and Culture, 2016, The Catholic University of 
America. Dissertation title: “Art and Beauty, Opposition and Growth in the Sri 
Aurobindo Ashram.”   
 
Browne, James Michael. D.Min. (Pastoral Care of the Elderly), 2022, Mount Angel 
Seminary, Oregon.  Dissertation title: “Pastoral Care of the Elderly: A Handbook for 
Deacons.”  
 
Buechel-Rieger, Andy. Ph.D. in Gender Theology, 2012, Emory University. 
Dissertation title: “Can Anything Good Come from Nazareth? Perspectives in Queer 
Theology.”  
 
DeSpain, Benjamin. Ph.D. in Systematic & Historical Theology, 2016, Durham 
University. Dissertation title: “Hope for the Doctrine of the Divine Ideas: A Study on 
the Habit of Thinking Theologically in the Summa Theologiae of Thomas Aquinas.” 
 
DiLeo, Daniel R. Ph.D. in Theological Ethics, 2017, Boston College. Dissertation title: 
“Laudato Si’ in America: Constructing a Catholic Public Theology.” 
 
Herman, Carolyn. Ph.D. in Systematic Theology, 2010, Boston College. Dissertation 
title: “Living as a Sacrament of God’s Reign: Toward a Renewed Ethics in the Catholic 
Church.” 
 
Hinton Rosalind. Ph.D. in Feminist Theology, 2021, Northwestern University. 
Dissertation title: “‘There Will Be a Grand Concert Tonight’: Alma Lillie Hubbard, the 
New Orleans Years, 1895-1932, Making a Life, Building a Community. 2001.” 
   
Hofer, O.P., Andrew. Ph.D. in Theology, 2010, University of Notre Dame. Dissertation 
title: “Herald of the Word: Gregory of Nazianzus Evoking Christ.” 
 
Kockler, Nicholas. Ph.D.  in Philosophy, 2006, Duquesne University. Dissertation title: 
“Courage for a Brave New World: Medical Genetics, Evolution, and a Roman Catholic 
Approach to Human Gene Transfer.”  
 
Krall, Christopher. Ph.D. in Theology/Neuroscience, 2022, Marquette University. 
Dissertation title: “The Human Person Fully Alive: The Transformation of the Body, 
Brain, Mind, and Soul of Humanity in the Encounter with the Divinity.” 
   
Kwon, Youngpa. Ph.D. in Systematic Theology, 2021, Sogang University. Dissertation 
title: “A Study on a Dynamism of Faith According to Schillebeeckx’s Theology.” 
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Lushombo, Leocadie. Ph.D. in Christian Ethics, 2022, Boston College. Dissertation 
title: “A Christian And African Ethic of Women’s Political Participation: Living as 
Risen Beings.” 
   
McNutt, Kathleen. Ph.D. in Theology, 2022, Loyola University Chicago. Dissertation 
title: “Deep Deification: Soteriology for a World in Ecological Crisis.” 
  
Mercer, Andrew. Ph.D. in Christian History, 2021, Southern Methodist University. 
Dissertation title: “Ecclesial Unity in St. Cyril of Alexandria.”  
 
Mitchell, Cory. Ph.D. in Bioethics, 2018, Loyola University Chicago.  
 
Monroe, Ty. Ph.D. in Systematic Theology, 2018, Boston College, Dissertation title: 
“The Development of Augustine’s Early Soteriology.” 
   
Najarro, Mauricio. Ph.D. in Spirituality, 2019 Graduate Theological Union. 
Dissertation title: “Towards a Christian Spirituality of Radical Hope: Reading, Writing, 
and Translating in Simone Weil and Michel De Certeau.” 
   
Nava, Alejandro. Ph.D. in Liberation Theology, 1997, University of Chicago. 
Dissertation title: “The Mystical and Prophetic Thought of Simone Weil and Gustavo 
Gutiérrez.” 
 
O’Connell, Maureen. Ph.D. in Theological Ethics, 2005, Boston College. Dissertation 
title: “Upheavals and Interruptions: Political Compassion as Praxis for Justice.” 
  
Okeke, Hiliary N. S.T.D. (Patristic Theology), 2020, Gregorian University Rome, 
Italy. Dissertation title: “Augustine Grace - Theology Underlying Lumen Gentium’s 
Ecclesiology.” 
 
Ott, Taylor. Ph.D. in Theology & Social Ethics, 2022, Fordham University. 
Dissertation title: “A Role for Conflict in Catholic Social Thought: An Interdisciplinary 
Approach to Conflict as an Analytical Lens.” 
   
Petrin, Michael. Ph.D. in History of Christianity, 2017, University of Notre Dame. 
Dissertation title: “Saved by the God above Every Name: Salvation in the Theology of 
Gregory of Nyssa.” 
   
Rademacher, Nicholas. Ph.D. in Religion & Culture, 2006, Catholic University of 
America, Dissertation title: “Apostle of Social Justice: Paul Hanly Furfey and the 
Construction of a Catholic Culture.” 
 
Ream, Todd. Ph.D. in Philosophy / Higher Education, 2001, Pennsylvania State 
University, Dissertation title:  “United the ‘I’ Stands, Divided the ‘I’ Falls: Exploring 
Heidegger’s Theory of Ontology with Students at Selected Southern Baptist 
Universities.” 
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Ruiz, Ismael, Ph.D. in Ethics & Theology, 2022, Graduate Theological Union in 
Berkeley, Dissertation title: “Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual Educators in Catholic 
Schools: How Synodality Can Help Rectify Violations of Human Rights.” 
   
Ryan, Gerard. Ph.D. in Theology (Modern Theology), 2020, Oxford. Dissertation title: 
“Theological Recognition of Another.” 
   
Ryan, Gregory. Ph.D. in Contemporary Catholic Theology, 2018, Durham University, 
Dissertation title: “Receptive Integrity and the Dynamics of Doctrine: A Study in the 
Hermeneutics of Catholic Ecclesial Learning.” 
  
Sanders, Jennifer. Ph.D. in Systematic Theology, 2017, Boston College. Dissertation 
title: “The Trinitarian Telos of the Summa theologiae: Thomas’s Application of the 
Aristotelian Ordo Disciplinae to Sacra Doctrina in light of his Augustinian Heritage.” 
   
Sands, Justin. Ph.D. in Fundamental Theology, 2015, KU Leuven. Dissertation title: 
“Reasoning from Faith: Exploring the Fundamental Theology in Merold Westphal's 
Philosophy of Religion.” 
 
Slater, Bethany. Ph.D. in Comparative Theology, 2022, Boston College. Dissertation 
title: “Becoming Wholehearted: Constructing a Jewish Liturgical Asceticism.” 
   
Staron, Andrew. Ph.D. in Systematic Theology, 2013, The Catholic University of 
America. Dissertation title:  “Deciphering the Gift of Love: Reading Augustine’s De 
Trinitate through Jean-Luc Marion.” 
  
Strand, Vincent. Ph.D. in Theology, 2022, University of Notre Dame. Dissertation title: 
“That They May Have Life: Trinitarian Deification in Matthias Scheeben.” 
  
Szukalski, John A. Ph.D. in Sacred Scripture, 2012, Catholic University of America, 
Dissertation title: “Tormented in Hades: A Socio-Narratological Approach to the 
Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31).” 
  
Torbeck, Jacob W. Ph.D. in Theology, Ethics, 2022, Loyola University Chicago. 
Dissertation title: “Turn Not Thine Eyes: Holy Faces, Saving Gazes, and the Theology 
of Attention.” 
   
Torres, Cristobal. D.Min. (Practical Theology), 2022, Barry University. Dissertation 
title: “From Word to Praxis Through Image: Transformative Preaching Through Art at 
Barry University, Miami Shores, FL.” 
   
Vale, Matthew. Ph.D. in Systematic Theology / Comparative Theology, 2022, 
University of Notre Dame. Dissertation title: “Christian Vijñānavāda: Yogācāra, 
Nondual Cognition, and Christian Theology.” 
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Vilas Boas, Susana. Ph.D. in Theology, 2022, Portuguese Catholic University. 
Dissertation title: “Le pardon entre memoire et esperance. Pour une lecture theologique 
de Paul Ricœur” (trans.: “Forgiveness Between Memory and Hope: For a Theological 
Reading of Paul Ricoeur”). 
   
Watkins, Michele E. Ph.D. in Systematic Theology, 2017, Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary. Dissertation title: “A Sacralization to Foster: Democratic 
Womanism as a Construal of the Doctrine of Theosis.” 
  
Wykes, James. Ph.D. in Religious Studies (Judaism and Christianity in Antiquity), 
2022, Marquette University. Dissertation title: “Behold the Beasts Beside You: The 
Adaptation and Alteration of Animals in LXX-Job.”  
  
Weyandt, Anne. Ph.D. in Educational Leadership (BA minor in Theology; MA in 
Theology; Professor of Contemplative Leadership and Theology), 2013, Minnesota 
State University – Mankato. Dissertation title:  “An Examination of Culture and 
Structure: A Case Study of Three Middle Colleges.” 
 
Witherington, T. Derrick. Ph.D. / S.T.D. Systematic Theology, 2019, KU Leuven. 
Dissertation title: “Between Continuity and Discontinuity, Universality and 
Particularity: Louis-Marie Chauvet’s Theology Revisited.” 
 

HOSFFMAN OSPINO 
CTSA Secretary 
Boston College 

Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 
 




