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an apostle and missionary by leading an exemplary Christian life,*®
That he fulfills his role as an apostle by activity in the world is
true. But it is less easy to agree with Rahner in categorizing good
example as the form of the apostolate. One of the characteristics of
the lay state is involvement in the affairs of the world. His apos-
tolate is to Christianize these affairs in what Pius XII calls the
consecratio mundi. He says:

The “consecratio mundi” is, essentially, the work of laymen
themselves, of men who are intimately a part of economic and
social life, who participate in the government and in legislative
c 46
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assemblies.

As Philips says, the lay apostolate is established in the very
heart of the world and “that is its essential mark.” 47

Father John Courtney Murray develops this idea in an arresting
manner.*® The Church is to spiritualize the temporal order but in
so doing two essential freedoms must be preserved. First, spiritual
freedom of the Church ought not to be jeopardized by directly
political and economic actions. The Church must be wary of involv-
ing herself in all sorts of temporal conflicts lest she endanger her
essentially religious goal.** Secondly, on the other side of the coin
the secular order ought to be free in those things that pertain to it.

In face of this mission the Church must avoid two extremes:
angelism and clericalization. Hence, the only means through which
the Church can spiritualize and redeem the temporal is through the
laity, who belong to both the Church and the world. This is, in
fact, the precise function of the laity. The laity are:

a complementary organ of the hierarchy, from which it receives
the word of life, the power of the Holy Spirit, and the command
to act, in order that having been thus received into a participa-

45 Rahner, 0. cit., pp. 21-22.

46 Pius XII, Allocution to the Second World Congress of the Lay Aposto-
late, Apostolic Perspectives, 2: 3 & 4 (Fall-Winter, 1957), 6.

47 Philips, op. cit., p. 134.

48 John Courtney Murray, S.J., “Towards a Theology for Laymen,” Theo-
logical Studies, 5:1 (March, 1944), 69 fi.
49 Philips, op. cit., p. 95.
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tion in the apostolate of the hierarchy, it may prolong the salvific
influence of the Church into a sphere of human life from which
the hierarchy as such is excluded.

IV. FORMS OF THE APOSTOLATE

However, since the call to the apostolate is not addressed to all
alike but in accordance with the circumstances of the individual, it
can assume different forms. These can be broken down into two
general categories, the personal and organized apostolate.®™

(1) Personal apostolate. In his address to the First World Con-
gress of the Lay Apostolate Pius XII remarked how difficult it is
to draw a line to show where the true apostolate of the laity begins:

Should it include, for example, the education given by the
mother of a family, or by the men and women teachers engaged
with holy zeal in the practice of their profession? . . . Many
would be inclined to answer in the negative, seeing in all these
examples merely the accomplishment very laudable in itself but
obligatory of the duties of one’s state.??

In his address to the Second World Congress of the Lay Aposto-
late he seems to have adopted this opinion. “It, therefore, follows,
that it is preferable to refer to the apostolate of prayer and personal
example as an apostolate in the wide or improper sense of the
term.” ® TUsing this as a basis it might be well to classify as apos-
tolic actions, whether organized or not, those which are ordained
toward accomplishing the mission of the Church. This could be
done either directly (for example, in the instruction of converts by
a lay person) or indirectly (for example, in our milieu a profession-
ally competent scientist who through his achievements in science
reflects credit on the Church.)

50 Murray, art. cit., p. 72.

51 Newman divides the apostolate three ways: personal, familial and organ-
ized. The familial can be grouped under the personal apostolate as the fulfill-
ment of one’s vocation and duties of state. Cf. Newman, op. cit.,, pp. 18-20.

52 Pius XII, Allocution to the First World Congress of the Lay Aposto-
late, Catholic Action, 33:11 (November, 1951), 4.

53 Pius XII, Allocution to Second World Congress of the Lay Apostolate,
Apostolic Perspectives, 2: 3 & 4 (Fall-Winter, 1957), 7.
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(2) Organized apostolate. The organized apostolate is either
mandated, sometimes called official** or non-mandated. The man-
date adds a new title for the layman to engage in the apostolate.’®
The non-mandated would include apostolic organizations working
on their own initiative and responsibility.”® Organization itself is a
technique but one especially adapted to our times. Journet finds
theological significance in the fact that the organized apostolate is
the mission which the hierarchy have conferred on the laity.57

Finally, it should be noted that the terminology of Catholic
Action has been revised by Pius XII. Catholic Action is to be used
in its generic sense and applied “only to the whole of organized
movements of the lay apostolate recognized as such, nationally or
internationally, either by the Bishops on the national plane, or by
the Holy See for movements aiming at having an international

status.” 58

V. THE OBLIGATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE
APOSTOLATE

There seems to be rather general agreement that the individual
Christian has an obligation to participate in the apostolate. Father
John F. Murphy in his thesis reaches the conclusion that the laity
are obliged to engage in some form of the organized apostolate
unless they are excused by reason of good faith, lack of competence
or by some other reason rendering it impossible.”® He bases his
conclusions on baptism, confirmation, social justice and obedience
to the directives of the hierarchy.?® Newman adds that the obliga-

54 Newman, op. cit., p. 20.

55 Congar, op. cit., pp. 351 ff. His analysis of Catholic Action is marvelous.

56 Newman, loc. cil.

57 Journet, op. cit., pp. 1019-1020.

58 Pjus XII, loc. cit.

59 John F. Murphy, The Moral Obligation of the Individual to Participate
in Catholic Action, Catholic Univ. of America Press, Washington, D. C., 1958,
p. 149.
80 Ibid., pp. 100 fi.
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tion, which is of a very general nature, is determined by one’s op-
portunities and circumstances.®! If one is fitted he cannot disregard
the organized forms of the apostolate.

VI. THE LITURGY AND THE APOSTOLATE

The Liturgy and the apostolate have the following basic relation-
ships.

(1) The Liturgy, in a sense, is the goal of the apostolate.®® In
Mass all creation is returned to the Father through Christ Our
Lord. Per ipsum, et cum ipso, et in ipso est tibi Deo Patri omni-
potenti, in unitate Spiritus Sancti, omnis honor et gloria. The apos-
tolate is seeking to aggregate all men to Christ in order that all
mankind might share in the great public work of sacrifice. Partici-
pation in the Liturgy and in apostolic action are both functions of
the common priesthood.®

(2) The Liturgy provides the animation for the apostolate since
it is the chief channel of grace. Moreover, psychologically, the
Liturgy ought to make Christians conscious of the fact that in being
united to Christ they are united to one another. They ought, there-
fore, to be concerned with building up the body of Christ and feel
a holy unrest in seeing so many who do not worship in Christ Jesus.

James E. Quirt,
Covington, Kentucky.

61 Newman, op. cit, pp. 20-21. Congar is of much the same opinion.
‘. . . There is a universal obligation to apostleship in the wide sense, but not
to the specific apostolate of Catholic Action.” O0p. cit., p. 361.

62 Cf. John Gilbert, “Have This Mind In You,” Apostolate, 5:4 (Fall,
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