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transition	period.	The	Kazakhstani	government	has	sought	
to	 align	 the	 higher	 education	 system	 with	 international	
standards	 through	a	 series	of	 reforms.	These	 reforms	es-
tablished	 academic	 mobility,	 a	 diploma	 supplement,	 and	
a	three-level	degree	system.	The	academic	community	en-
deavored	to	implement	a	new	model	of	education	with	new	
terms	and	titles,	by	copying	foreign	experience	and	adapt-
ing	Western	models	of	education	to	 the	Kazakhstani	con-
text.	 The	 credit	 system	 was	 adjusted	 to	 facilitate	 mobility	

and	 the	 employability	 of	 its	 graduates	 abroad.	Academics	
combined	the	Soviet,	European,	and	American	systems	of	
higher	 education,	 incorporating	and	assimilating	 selected	
practices,	while	preserving	national,	cultural,	historical,	and	
linguistic	characteristics	in	one	national	credit	model	cus-
tomized	to	the	national	context.
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