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ization and countertendencies toward nationalism and
ethnicity, impacts programs for international cooperation
and exchange. For instance, where in the past the Euro-
pean Union was striving to overcome diversity and to stimu-
late unification in the rich diversity of educational systems,
structures, and cultures in the union, there is now a recog-
nition of educational diversity as the starting point for co-
operation and exchange and as an important aspect of the
European dimension. Some have expressed the feeling that
Europe lacks the research experience of the United States
on cross-cultural aspects of education, and several confer-
ence participants expressed the need for placing this higher
on the agenda in international education in Europe.

The present situation in Europe impacts
programs for international cooperation
and exchange.

The next conference of the EAIE will be held in
Budapest, Hungary, December 4–6, 1996. The theme of
that conference will be “On Equal Terms: New Partners in
International Education.” Among many other issues, it will
deal with the way universities in Central and Eastern Eu-
rope, but also in the developing countries, can transform
their one-way dependency relationship with higher educa-
tion in the industrialized world into a more equal exchange
relationship.

News of the Center and the Higher
Education Program at Boston College
The Higher Education Program’s successful Adminis-
trative Fellows Program enters its second year in Sep-
tember. A dozen new graduate students will participate
in the program along with seven continuing students.
The Administrative Fellows Program provides finan-
cial assistance to students who are placed in adminis-
trative and other offices at Boston College. Fellows work
in such settings as the Office of the Vice President for
Academic Affairs, the International Programs Office,
athletic administration, residence halls, the Center for
International Higher Education, the Office of the Ex-
ecutive Vice President, and others. In addition, students
participate in an ongoing seminar that provides an op-
portunity to link work experience with coursework. Fur-
ther information can be obtained from Professor Karen
Arnold, Coordinator of the Higher Education Program,
Campion Hall.
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The creation in 1989 of the European Association for
International Education (EAIE), was a reflection of the

growing importance of the internationalization of higher
education in the late 1980s to the European Union, na-
tional governments, and institutions of higher education.
In the United States, the Association of International Edu-
cators (NAFSA), has a long tradition and large member-
ship, including many members from Europe. But in Europe,
even at the national level, international education associa-
tions have been lacking. The newly created ERASMUS pro-
gram and funding from the European Union have promoted
international cooperation and exchange in higher educa-
tion between the member states of the union, and institu-
tions of higher education have been stimulated to develop
strategies and infrastructures for internationalization. The
creation of the EAIE in 1989 at a founding conference in
Amsterdam was the result of a broadly felt need to exchange
ideas and promote professional development in interna-
tional education. In its short period of existence, the EAIE—
with 1,500 members, including several
non-Europeans—has become a major player in Europe in
the field of international cooperation and exchange, spon-
soring training programs, publications, and an annual con-
ference attracting more than 1,250 participants.

The most recent conference of the EAIE was held in
October 1995 in Milan, Italy, with around 1,400 partici-
pants from more than 50 countries. A great number of ses-
sions and workshops were held, on topics such as credit
transfer, credential evaluation, study abroad, foreign stu-
dent advising, European research programs, North-South
cooperation in higher education, East-West cooperation,
language and education, and international business stud-
ies. The central theme of the conference was “The Cul-
tures of Education,” and several sessions dealt with this
topic. The notion of culture and cultural diversity is im-
portant in the practice of international education. The
present situation in Europe, with tendencies toward union-
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