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a word from the editor . . .

n the decades following the Second Vatican Council, the Society of Je-
sus in the United States and Canada was deeply blessed with such com-
panions as John English, David Fleming, George Ganss, John Sheets, 
and many others, who dedicated themselves to writing on Jesuit spir-
ituality. They had answered the summons of the council to engage in 
aggiornamento—that is, a rediscovery and recommitment to the original 
charism of the Society in a manner that takes account of the needs of the 
present and the “signs of the times” (Gaudium et spes, 4).

 Today, the Society recognizes the necessity of cultivating a new 
generation of writers on Jesuitica. To that end, the Seminar on Jesuit 
Spirituality has established an annual “Faber Symposium,” so named 

-
coming personality and intimate, personal journals on prayer and dis-
cernment speak with special relevance to Jesuits and their friends today.

 At the Faber Symposium, Jesuits present papers on the Society’s 
spirituality, history, and way of proceeding. Afterward, presenters re-
ceive feedback from the audience in the context of an open discussion 
on their work, including encouragement, critiques, and suggestions for 
further research. Always present in the audience will be Jesuits who are 

While any Jesuit can present a paper, provided that his proposal is ap-
proved in advance, deference will be given to those men still in forma-
tion and to those who are relatively new to writing on Jesuitica.

For topics, Jesuits may choose material that they are preparing 
for term papers, theses, and dissertations, or for possible publication in 

 or in other journals. Seven papers were given last year, includ-
ing “Psychology and the Spiritual Exercises” by Pedro Cameira ( ), 

), “Cor Jesu and Pope 
Francis’s Vision of a Merciful Church,” by Peter Nguyen , “The Be-

and the Jesuit Quadricentenary,” by Mark Mossa ( ), “Cultural Dif-



iv

ferences and the Spiritual Exercises” by Quan Tran ( ), and “The Je-
suit Ministry of Reconciliation” by William Woody ( ).

-
, his-

The Constitutions of the Society 
of Jesus and Their Complementary Norms , 
assistant professor and specialist in Jesuit studies at the School of The-
ology and Ministry at Boston College; Fr. Michael Harter ( ), member 
of the seminar, former novice director, assistant tertian director, editor 
of Review for Religious, and managing editor of America; and Fr. Casey 
Beaumier 
Advanced Jesuit Studies at Boston College. 

hope to gain from the Faber Symposium than the present  issue 
on the Jesuit ministry of reconciliation. Mr. William Woody, a regent at 
the College of the Holy Cross, is only the second Jesuit in formation to 
be published in 
being Mr. David Nantais in the autumn of 2004). 

 The timeliness of Mr. Woody’s essay is obvious. Pope Francis 
made the ministry of reconciliation a clarion call to the universal church, 
and declared the year 2016 an extraordinary jubilee of mercy, with spe-

ecclesial body. As Mr. Woody reminds readers, the ministry of recon-
ciliation was prominent in the thinking of the early Jesuits. As early as 
1537—several years before the founding of the Society—an early follow-

1

reconciliation is in fundamental tension, at least theoretically, with “the 

1  Monumenta Historica Societatis Iesu Epistolae mixtae ex variis Europae 
loci ab anno 1537 ad 1556 scriptae



 v

Constitutions
-

sion between serving the marginalized and serving the more universal 

from a lack of good pastors and the pressures of Protestant proselytiz-

-
-

greater good if he remained on the move from one parish to another.

 That being said, if there is a tension, then Jesuits seem to live it 
-

ing for the universal Society, but he also worked simultaneously at the 

prostitutes, and accompany individuals back to communion with the 

criteria for ministry in what Mr. Woody calls the “capacious and expan-
-

tion to the more universal good, reconciliation requires collaboration, 
dialogue, and a magnanimous heart that comes from knowing that 
Christ, in his one great act of reconciling the entire universe back to the 

sinner in the Society that bears his name.

Barton T. Geger, SJ

Editor

The seminar invites all Jesuits to the Faber Symposium to participate in the 
conversations. To reserve a bedroom for the weekend, contact the  editor 
at studieseditor@regis.edu.
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William C. Woody ( ) entered the Maryland Province of 
the Society of Jesus in 2011, having received a BA in theology 
and philosophy from the University of Scranton and an MA in 
philosophy from Fordham University in New York. He recent-
ly began regency at the College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, 



“So We Are Ambassadors for Christ”:
The Jesuit Ministry of Reconciliation

Introduction

From the earliest days of the Society of Jesus, the ministry of recon-

-
gagements and in the writings of Ignatius Loyola (1491–1556), Jerónimo 

1 More re-
-

2

-

1 FI  The Constitutions and Complementary Norms of the Society of Jesus, 

2

Acta Romana Societatis Iesu (ActRSJ -

-

are from 
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-

-
-

ministry of reconciliation -

-
-

nate reality of these estrangements highlighted the need and desire for, 

Jesuit Life and Mission Today: The Decrees and Accompanying 
Documents of the 31st–35th General Congregations of the Society of Jesus -
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-

-

-

In some ways, reconcilia-

the humanity of another and 
-

-
-

-

(
-

A personal experience of forgiveness 
initiates this process—a moment 

that liberates us “so as not to remain 
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-
-

-

Furthermore, the themes of mercy and reconciliation have grown 

-
-
-

• -

-

-
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-

Front 
National 

Freiheitliche Partei 
Österreichs 

• -

-

• -

-
-

-

-
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-

-

-

there exist an essence of a ministry of reconciliation? Across the 
wide variety of ministries, do common features transcend any 

-

-

-
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Part 1: Spiritual Grounding for a Ministry of           
Reconciliation

F -
-

4

5

6 This 

-

7 

-
-

8 -
riencing mercy and forgiveness, for one cannot give what one has not 

-
-

4 ActRSJ
5

6 SpEx Draw Me into Your Friendship: A Literal Translation and a Contempo-
rary Reading of the

7 SpEx
8 ActRSJ
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9 The culmination of this 

-
its, 

10

mercy, forgiveness, and rec-
onciliation

compels us to come to his help by 
every means in our power 11

12 

9

10 Jesuit Life and Mission Today
experience 

-

from and conversion for Jesuit Life and Mission 
Today

11 Civ City of God -

12 ST The Summa Theologiae of Saint Thomas Aquinas: Latin-En-
glish Edition Secunda Secundae
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-

 

-

-

-

-

-

Misericordiae vultus (MV -
-
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-
 

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-
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14 

-

-

-

-

-

14 SpEx
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 at times that he saw him-

his time at Manresa, and he 

15

-
ance, though he feared that he 

16

17 

18

-

15 Auto. A Pilgrim’s Journey: The Autobiography of Ignatius of Loyola

16 Auto A Pilgrim’s Journey
-

17

Auto A Pilgrim’s Journey
18 Faber Mem The Spir-

itual Writings of Pierre Favre
-

The founding documents of the 

understanding of reconciliation 
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19

20 

-
ciliation, in a moment of interior healing that leads to conversion and 

the ministry of reconciliation must constantly return to this graced ex-

Furthermore, Jesuit ministers of reconciliation must maintain an 

can easily lead to cynicism and disenchantment in the face of failure, 

-

19 Faber Mem
20 Gonçalves Mem. Remembering Iñigo: Glimpses of the Life of Saint Ignatius of 

Loyola; The Memoriale of Luis Gonçalves da Câmara
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-

-
dencies in the Spiritual Exercises

-
-
-

-
21

when we cut ourselves away from the source or when we fail to return 

22 He notes the shift in 

mission as a part of Christ’s mission of which we consider ourselves ser-

-
24 
-

how God invites us
25 In this regard, the ministers of reconciliation 

21 SpEx
22 Jesuit Curia 

Digital News Service

24 ActRSJ
25
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commitment to this ministry, and an accounting of these various un-

Part 2: Historical and Contemporary Approaches

Historical Undertakings

T -

-
-
-

-

Formula 
of the Institute

26 

26 FI -

Formula of the Institute -
ActRSJ
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-

-

-
27

-

documents of the Society, underscores the centrality of reconciliation 

-

-
-

27

trabajan de ayudar y caminar a 
los descaminados First

Studies in the Spirituality of Jesuits -
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28

29 -

Spiritual Exercises and the Constitutions, not to mention the 
 Igna-

-

Exposcit Debitum,

 
-

28 Auto  
Sunday confession, see Auto  

29 Auto  21 in A Pilgrim’s Journey -

also Faber Mem
SpEx 44, and Constitutions

Counsels for 

-

The First Jesuits
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-
-

-
 he recounts a story of his time in Paris during which a 

-

-

-
-
-

ers, A Short History of the Catholic Church 
satirical 

Les Provinciales, Pensées et autres opuscules philo-
sophiques

Auto. A Pilgrim’s Journey
Auto A Pilgrim’s Journey

Paris in the Time of Ignatius of Loyola (1528–1535)

Auto  
and Auto
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-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

Orationis observationes

The First Jesuits
from the year 1544, in Year by Year with the Early Jesuits: Selections from the  of 
Juan de Polanco, SJ, 
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the early Society clearly understood the ministry of reconciliation as an 

-

Contemporary Endeavors

T -
trality of reconciliation as a ministry central to the Jesuit charism, a fact 

-
40 -

-

41

-

The First Jesuits

40 ActRSJ
41
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-

42 In these and other ways, 

THRIVE 
for Life 

-
THRIVE for Life 

-

has a long and distinguished record in education and the intellectual 

-
-

42 -

Laudato Si’ 
ecology (ActRSJ

mission of -
-

), founder of 
-

go to 
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Through educational institutions, Jesuits have a direct hand in 
-
-
-

-

44 

-
-

-
-

-

To this end, Jesuit schools historically have fostered reconciliation 

44 ActRSJ
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-

45 -

Several other initiatives continue this legacy of long-term reconcil-
iation, through social advance-
ment, outreach to marginal-

undocumented immigrants, 
as well as longstanding insti-
tutional outreach to a margin-

-

-

-

-

-

45 Jesuit Life and Mission Today, 

The need to hold together the 
tenderness of mercy with a respect for 
justice can of course create a tension, 

the resolution of which may not 



24          William C. Woody, SJ

-
46

-

47 -

48

49

-
50

-

46

47

48

49 ActRSJ
50 -

ActRSJ 
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And so, in order to have a sound understanding of the issues at 

-
-

-

-

-
-

-
-

-

-

-

-
-
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-

-

51

-

-

-
Guestbook Project

Guestbook

52

51 -
-

ActRSJ 
52
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-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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54

-

-

-

Part 3: The Essence of a Ministry of Reconciliation

term ministry of reconciliation

Jesuit Life and 
Mission Today -
tolate, in ActRSJ

54 -

-

Jesuit Life and Mission Today
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-

action

behaviors that 
55 Ignatius concludes the Spiritual Exercises on 

56 
-

-
onciliation is

• 

• 

• 

• -

• 

55 MV
56 SpEx
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Mutually Liberating

T

-
-

-

57 

-

lives in need of reconciliation with society, with themselves, and with 

 

-

57 MV
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-

Capacious and Expansive

S
 -

 in that 

58 Quite 

-

-

59 -

-
60

58

59 Jesuit Life and Mission Today
60 MV -



32          William C. Woody, SJ

61 For this reason, the call to reconcile the estranged is 
-

62

The need for such dialogue across religious and cultural divisions 
-

tian ministry, and to 

and more connected in 
many ways, one cannot 

 Their hor-

64 Such dialogue, carried out in 
-

-

61

62

Jesuit Life and Mission Today
-

-

64

The breadth not only of institutions and 
communities but also of audiences and 
people with whom they have contact puts 
the Society in a unique position to build 
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some of his concrete suggestions for how Jesuits might serve more au-
thentically reconciliation in the world, Adolfo Nicolás directs the Society 
not to shy away from rigorous academic dialogue across religious, cul-

65

-

66

-
67

-

-
-

-
-

68 

The minister of reconciliation must also recall that, although reli-

65 -

ActRSJ
66 Jesuit Life and Mission Today
67 MV Gaudium et spes
68 Jesuit Life and Mission Today
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-

-

Proximate

If a ministry of reconciliation necessarily directs one toward others, 
-

-
69

-

70

-

69

-

70 SpEx



 “So We Are Ambassadors for Christ”          35

71 

-

72 And so too does the ef-

-

74

-

-

71

72 MV 
ActRSJ

74

-
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75 Je-

-

Gently Just

While the charism of reconciling the estranged would have Jesuits err 
on the side of mercy, this does not, however, mean that they surren-

-

-
 

76

-

-

75 MV
-

Jesuit Life and Mission Today
76 ActRSJ
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Mi-
sericordiae vultus.77

78

-
-

-
giveness includes elements of consolation, comfort, and tenderness, he 

79

-

80 

-
-

-

77 MV 4. 
78 The First Jesuits
79 Church and Society: The Lau-

rence J. McGinley Lectures, 1988–2007 

80
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81

Courageous

F

Dives in misericordia

-

82

-
-

-

-
-

81 MV 
82 Dives in misericordia (DM The Encyclicals of John Paul II, 
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-

-

 As such, they hear the call of the King exhorting 
84 And 

-

invited to serve the mission of the risen Lord, Jesuits can never lose sight 

Part 4: Implications for Jesuits Today

-
ciliation amidst the seemingly endless violence, indignities, and 

-

renewal of the Jesuit charism as ministers of reconciliation is so timely 

Jesuit Life and Mission Today
84 SpEx
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-

-

-

85 Furthermore, on 
-
-

-

86

85 Jesuit Life and Mission Today
86  for several fruitful conver-
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-

-

-

-

or as a source of renewal in current ministries, the charism of reconciling 
-

-

-



42          William C. Woody, SJ

-
tion in community life as a cornerstone of this ministry and as a regular 

-
-

-

-

-

87

87 Jesuit Life and Mission Today
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