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a word from the editor…

Nicholas Bobadilla (1511–1590) and Simão Rodrigues (1510–1579), not 
St. Francis Xavier (1506–1552), were supposed to go to India. Their mis-
sion came in response to a request by King John III of Portugal (1502–
1557), who had asked Ignatius for several Jesuits to convert the peoples 
in his colonial empire.

Ignatius’s initial choices did not pan out. Bobadilla fell seriously 
ill, so Ignatius turned to his dear friend Xavier, who is said to have 
replied with a free and simple, “Here I am.” But when Xavier and 
Rodrigues arrived at the royal court, they impressed the king so much 
that he asked Rodrigues to remain and work in Portugal instead.

These unexpected developments raise interesting questions. If 

Jesuits be calling him St. Nicholas today? If Rodrigues had joined Xavier 
in India, would he, too, be on the Roman calendar?

I am not suggesting that Xavier’s canonization was a matter 
of happenstance. That Xavier was a saintly and industrious man 
who deeply loved Jesus and the Society that bore his name, I imag-
ine most Jesuits will consider beyond question. Nevertheless, two 
points are worth noting.

First, the Society and King John had many practical motives for 
promoting Xavier’s cult, among them to increase the status of the Soci-
ety in the eyes of its critics, to recruit men to the Society, to inspire men 
to serve in the overseas missions, and to promote religious and political 
stability in the East Indies. Indeed, as early as March 1556 (Ignatius was 
still alive), King John instructed his viceroy in the East Indies to begin 
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conducting interviews about Xavier’s holiness and activities.1 In this 
light, it is fair to wonder whether the reputations of Bobadilla and Ro-
drigues would have received a similar, saintly post-mortem boost had 
they gone in Xavier’s place.

Second, is there really any reason to believe that Bobadilla and 
Rodrigues loved Jesus and the Society any less than Xavier? Or that they 
would not have labored just as zealously for souls in India and Japan?

it bears noting that some of the more revered members of the early Soci-
ety were guilty of similar misdeeds, at least in essence if not in gravity. 
For example, Diego Laínez (1512–1565) angered Ignatius by withhold-
ing information from him, by criticizing his decisions in front of other 
Jesuits, and by making indiscreet comments to externs that they could 
use to put pressure on Ignatius.2 Another time, when Laínez insisted on 

over the Society and govern it.”3

Likewise, St. Peter Faber (1506–1546) greatly upset Ignatius by fail-

-
tomed to think of Faber as a gentle, accommodating soul:

I recall telling you frequently face to face as well as writing you 
frequently when we were apart that any member of the Society 

1

Francis Xavier and the Jesuit Mis-
sions in the Far East: An Anniversary Edition of Early Printed Works, eds. Franco Mormando 

at 9. 
2 Igna-

 (Saint Louis, MO: Institute of Jesuit Sources [IJS], 
2006), 395–97.

3 Gonçalves Mem Re-
membering Iñigo: The Memoriale of Luís Gonçalves da Câmara (Leominster, Herefordshire, 
UK: Gracewing Publishing, 2005), 62.
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can be shown to anybody. […]

And so I will now repeat once more what I said previously, so 
that we will all fully understand one another. […]

And so, unless I see you doing this from now on for the greater 

importance, will be forced to write and command you under 
obedience to [follow my instructions]. Having thereby done 
all that is in my power, I will rest easy, though I would much 
rather you did not give me cause to write you this way. […]

Busy as some members of the Society may be, I am sure that I 
am, if not overly so, at least no less busy than anybody else—
and with poorer physical health. So far there is none of you I 
can commend in this manner, though I say this not to point 
blame but in a general way. […]

some equivalent reminder in front of you when writing your 
4

So as not to belabor the point, I will simply add that Jerome Nadal 
(1507–1580) and others provide examples of their own.

Today, Jesuits and friends are readily familiar with the names Ig-
natius, Xavier, and Faber. Yet I suspect that many would be hard pressed 

) 
rightly observed that the others “somewhat shared the same glory” by 
their simple association with Ignatius and Xavier.5

( ) went a bit further by suggesting that three of them “are often for-
6

4 Ignatius of Loyola, 90–93.
5 The First Jesuits

Press, 1993), 1.
6

Studies in the Spirituality of Jesuits 29, no. 2 
(March 1997): 1.
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-
complished in his own right and on his own terms—the incredible 
dedication to a novel and controversial form of religious life, the 
indefatigable labors and travels, the mortification and prayer and 
zeal—one can imagine that all of them—yes, even Bobadilla and 
Rodrigues—could have been canonized in an alternate universe 
where their fortunes had broken a little differently. 

In this issue of ) tries to res-
-

Salmerón sheds great light on the early Jesuits’ preferred method of 

the people of Naples acclaimed him a saint and clamored for his rel-
ics. I was both touched and shocked. It had never occurred to me 

except the Big Three. Shouldn’t every Jesuit know about this?

friends of what we so often need to hear: that God often saves the 
best fruit of our labors for centuries yet to come.

Barton T. Geger, SJ
General Editor
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Introduction

In his Life and Death of Alfonso Salmerón, the early Jesuit biographer 

-

1

1

to his vita 

Commentaries

Fr. Alfonso Salmerón, one of the founding fathers 
of the Society of Jesus, was a brilliant theologian 
and preacher, and at the time of his death, many 
revered him as a saint. For reasons unclear, sub-
sequent generations of Jesuits relegated him to the 
shadows of Ignatius, Xavier, Faber, and Laínez. 
Yet his writings and personal example illustrate 
well how the early Society understood its charism 
and its preferred theological method.
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2
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-
-

The First Jesuits 5 

Alfonso Salmerón, 
SJ (1515–1585): Una biografía epistolar 

2

Imago Primi Saecu-
li

-
Magallánica -

Lop 
 Alfonso Salmerón

Les théologiens jésuites: Un courant uniforme? Marius 

The Oxford 
Handbook of Early Modern Theology, 1600–1800

Great Commentary
3

Jay and Salmerón

5 The First Jesuits
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magnum opus Commentaries 
on the Gospel History and Acts of the Apostles CEH) -

6 -

-
ions sought to integrate learning, 

-
-

Constitutions 
Commentaries 

-

vita 
7

 
 
  

6 -

Commentarii in Evangelicam Historiam et in Acta Apostolorum
CEH

7  Alfonso Salmerón

It is a testimony to Salmerón’s 
talent and diligence that . . . he 

was able to pass doctoral exams 
in theology at Bologna in 1549.
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Colección de cánones y de todos los concilios -

Trent: 
What Happened at the Council -

Alfonso Salmeron, and Hubert Jedin, A History of the 
Council of Trent

11

Jay and Salmerón
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-
12

A
-

13

Commentaries -
-

-

15

Magallánica
12 Claude Jay and Alfonso Salmerón: Two Early Jesuits 

13 Mon-
umenta Historica Societatis Jesu. Monumenta Ignatiana. Fontes narrativi de S. Ignatio de Loyola 
et de Societatis Jesu initiis Narrationes scriptae ante annum 1557

-
Monumenta 

Le Père Alphonse Salmeron
 

15  Epistolae Salmerónis, Societatius Jesu, ex autographis vel originalibus exemplis potis-
simum depromptae a patribus eiusdem Societatis nunc primum editae



6          

16 -

-
17

Commentar-
ies -

-
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 Alfonso Salmerón
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Monumenta 
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Concordia Evangelica) 
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out the Commentaries Concordia -

Commentaries ES -
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Commentaries 

Commentaries is that their 

21

-
-

22

23

ES
 Salmerón

21 Jay and Salmerón
22

Biblical Criticism in 
Early Modern Europe: Erasmus, the Johannine Comma, and Trinitarian Debate

 
23 -
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Commentaries 

26 

Historia de la Universidad de Alcalá

-

CEH
25 Paris in the Time of Ignatius of Loyola (1528–1535)

26

Jay and Salmerón
Commentaries 

Ribadeneira marvels at 
Salmerón’s mastery of the 
sacred and profane sciences.



 The Life and Writings of Alfonso Salmerón, SJ           9

27

-

-
-

 
-

Commentaries 

exempla 

Commentaries
tractatus

Paris
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dler, Jesuit Schools and Universities in Europe 1548–1773 
The Humanist-Scholastic Debate in the Renaissance and Refor-

mation
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Commentaries
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35 ES
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37 ES
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 Like Jesus, 

 And they 

 

-

peritis et doctis 
-

-

CEH
CEH
CEH
CEH
CEH

CEH
CEH
CEH
CEH
CEH
CEH

It is clear that Salmerón thought 
he was practicing “armored 
theology,” for military metaphors 
and polemic abound in his work.
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Salmerón
55 CEH

Commentaries
CEH, 

CEH
56 arcanum sive rem secretam aliquam et occultam, id 

est quae fugiat omnem sensum, et rationem humanam CEH
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Commentaries

-

CEH
61

CEH

CEH
CEH

In addition to the Christian 
sources, Salmerón also has a 

respectable command of Jewish 
authors, mostly Talmudic 

scholars and medieval rabbis.
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72 Spiritual Exercises Constitutions 
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tradition in both the singular and the plural, 
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maioribus nostris

75

CEH

-
CEH

76 CEH
77

CEH
CEH

-

Salmerón saw the church’s public 
rites and prayer as an expression 

of the splendor of the faith and the 
sacraments, especially the Eucharist.
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Studies in the Spirituality of Jesuits 
Maryks, The Jesuit Order as a Synagogue of Jews
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history as a locus theologicus 
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CEH
CEH  
CEH  

loci 

viva voce

CEH

He thunders against the behaviors 
associated with Carnival 

(bacchanalia), saying that Satan 
instituted these days in memory 

of his triumph over Adam.
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-
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into the house of one custom (Ps 67), to 

locus theologicus
-
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 In the end, 

-
 His lengthy trea-

as De transitu Mariae 

111 

CEH
CEH
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CEH, 
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111 Alma Redemptoris Mater, Gaude Virgo Mater Christi, Sola sine 
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112
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117 Although 
mos 
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exemplo, Ut huius almi gratia CEH  
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112
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argue that Hoc est corpus meum  
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121

salmeron 122

CEH
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CEH

CEH
121 CEH
122 Jay and Salmerón

In his view, theology that 
neglects the Fathers will not 
be able to understand the true 
meaning of Scripture, while 
theology that neglects the 
Scholastics will lack the proper 
conceptual tools for making 
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Commentaries
piisque quibusdam, ac sanctae vitae spiri-

tualibus exercitiis ad confessionem generalem, ac meditandae vitae Christi ra-
tionem, precationisque studium accommodatis. spiritualibus 
exercitiis -

-
-

CEH
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131

Commentaries 132 
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that the Commentaries 

Constitutions 

Diego 

Loyola, Preeminent Theologian of the Council of Trent -

131

132 CEH -
James Laynez: Jesuit

133

Salmerón
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terminus ante quem 

 In Hora Mortis Nostrae
Commentaries -
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Commentaries 
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shall appear (Ps 16) and As the hart longs after the fountains of water, so my 
soul longs after you, O God

135 

136 

137 -

vita 

-

-

-

 

-

135 Salmerón
136 Salmerón
137 Salmerón

Diego 
Laínez (1512–1565): Jesuita y teólogo del Concilio

First Jesuits
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with introduction by Lawrence J. 

Madden (Mar 2003).



 35/3 Douglas Marcouiller, Sentir 
con la Iglesia (May 2003).

 35/4 Ronald Modras, 
(Sep 2003).

 35/5 Thomas M. Lucas, 
(Nov 2003).

 36/1 Thomas P. Rausch, -
(Spring 2004).

 36/2 James Bernauer, 
(Summer 2004).

 36/3 David E. Nantais, 
(Fall 2004).

 36/4 János Lukács, (Winter 
2004).

 37/1 Dennis C. Smolarski, 
(Spring 2005).

 37/2 Peter McDonough, 
(Summer 2005).

 37/3 James S. Torrens, (Fall 
2005).

 37/4 Kevin O’Brien, 
(Winter 2005).

 38/1 Peter Schineller, 
(Spring 2006).

 38/2 Charles J. Jackson, -
(Summer 2006).

 38/3 William Reiser, 
(Fall 2006).

 38/4 John W. O’Malley, 
(Winter 2006).

-
(Spring 2007).

 39/2 Patrick M. Kelly, 
(Summer 2007).

 39/3 T. Frank Kennedy, (Autumn 
2007).



 39/4 William E. Creed, 
(Winter 2007).

 40/1 Luce Giard, 
(Spring 2008).

 40/2 Wilkie Au, (Summer 2008).

 40/3 Robert J. Kaslyn, 
(Autumn 2008).

 40/4 William Rehg, 
(Winter 2008).

 41/1 Markus Friedrich, -
(Spring 2009).

 41/2 Gerdenio Sonny Manuel, -
(Summer 2009).

 41/3 Jeremy Clarke, (Au-
tumn 2009).

 41/4 Francis X. Hezel, (Winter 2009).

 42/1 Michael C. McCarthy, Thomas Massaro, Thomas Worcester, and Mi-
chael A. Zampelli, (Spring 2010).

 42/2 Roger Haight, (Summer 2010).

 42/3 Thomas M. Cohen, 
(Autumn 2010).

 42/4 R. Bentley Anderson, 
(Winter 2010).

 43/1 Milton Walsh, 
Vita Christi (Spring 2011).

 43/2 Michael C. McCarthy, 
(Summer 2011).

(Autumn 2011).

 43/4 John Gavin, -
(Winter 2011).

 44/1 Michael D. Barber, (Spring 2012).

 44/2 Barton T. Geger, First
(Summer 2012).



 44/3 Emanuele Colombo, 
(Autumn 2012).

 44/4 Thomas D. Stegman, 
(Winter 2012).

 45/1 Hilmar M. Pabel, 
(Spring 2013).

 45/2 Robert E. Scully, 
(Summer 2013).

 45/3 Jorge Mario Bergoglio, , trans. Philip En-
dean (Autumn 2013).

 45/4 Jorge Mario Bergoglio, , trans. Philip En-
dean (Winter 2013).

 46/1 Anthony J. Kuzniewski, 

(Spring 2014).

 46/2 Hung T. Pham, Cathechismus 
(Summer 2014).

 46/3 Barton T. Geger, 
(Autumn 2014).

 46/4 Nicholas Austin, 
(Winter 2014).

 47/1 John W. O’Malley, 
(Spring 2015).

(Summer 2015).

 47/3 Mark Lewis, 
(Autumn 2015).

 47/4 Francis X. Hezel, (Winter 2015).

 48/1 Joseph A. Tetlow,  
(Spring 2016).

 48/2 Hung T. Pham and Eduardo C. Fernández, 
 (Summer 2016).

 48/3 E. Edward Kinerk,  (Autumn 2016).

 48/4 Barton T. Geger, 
 (Winter 2016).



 49/1 William C. Woody, -
 (Spring 2017).

 49/2 Henry J. Shea, Spiritual Exercises (Summer 
2017).

 49/3 Members of General Congregation 36, -
 (Autumn 2017).

 49/4 Richard J. Baumann,  (Win-
ter 2017).

 50/1 Barton T. Geger,  (Spring 
2018).

 50/2 Ted Penton, -
 (Summer 2018).

 50/3 William McCormick, “
 (Autumn 2018).

 (Winter 2018).

 51/1 James J. Conn, ; John F. Baldovin, 
 (Spring 

2019).

 51/2 John W. O’Malley,  
(Summer 2019).

 51/3 János Lukács, 
 (Autumn 2019).

 51/4 Elisa Frei, PhD, 
 (Winter 2019).

 52/1 Aaron D. Pidel, 
 (Spring 2020).

 52/2 Philip R. Amidon, 
 (Summer 2020).

 52/3 John W. O’Malley and Timothy W. O’Brien, -
 (Autumn 2020).

 52/4 Sam Z. Conedera, 
 (Winter 2020).
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