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reason for this is that true supernatural unity is already numerically
one and exists already in the Catholic Church.

(b) The Lord gave a divine mission to His one Church which will
last until the end of time and there is no evidence to show that He has
changed His mind. Any society which came into being at a point
of time subsequent to the founding of the Church and which was
established by former members in opposition to that body does not
share in that mission. The epistles frequently warn against false
teachers. The situation remains, whether the separate groups stand
in isolation or in combination; they can never become what they are
not.

(c) Christ bestowed upon His Church an objective deposit of doc-
trine and gave to it the infallible guidance of the Holy Spirit with
respect to its preservation and the unfolding of its implications. All
these truths are equally revealed, and require the same complete
assent to the whole and each of its parts. Moreover, through the
Magisterium, these truths are transmitted to mankind. Through the
procedures presently in force in the Movement, it will be impossible
to determine the content of revelation; the most that can be achieved
is the convergence of many private opinions completely wanting in
the Divine sanction. They must listen to the Society of whom it was
said, “Who hears you, hears me.”

(d) Christ also gave His Church a visible constitution and its most
noteworthy feature is the primacy of Peter. This is not simply a
matter of convenience, but integral with the faith itself. Moreover,
it is not sufficient to have the same kind of organization as that of
the Apostles, but it is also necessary to be conjoined to that one
historical Society to which the Apostles belonged. The members of
the Movement can never achieve a divinely sanctioned form of
organization except by a return to the historical Society from which
their ancestors separated. It alone has the power of binding and
loosing in the name of Christ.

(e) The only authorized public worship of God is that of the Mys-
tical Body which is coterminous with the body in communion with the
Holy See. The function of the reconciliation of men with God is
proper to this one Church alone. Separated bodies do have valid
sacraments such as Baptism and Matrimony, and, in some cases,
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Holy Orders and the powers attached to them, but their fruitfulness
depends in part on their subjective sincerity and invincible ignor-
ance. If they have sanctifying grace, we say that they have an im-
plicit intention of entering the Church. So, it is in virtue of their
relation to the Church and not in their sectarian separation that they
enjoy the fruits of the Redemption. Experience shows that, as they
grow closer to God, they approach the Church and many are ulti-
mately converted.

Positive Phase

There are three elements in every movement. We can briefly
state the movement for reunion as follows:

(a) The proper and only goal of the reunion of Christendom is to
return to the one and only historical Church of Christ. This goal
is inferred from three facts. The first fact is that there is only one
Church of Christ; this, no one denies even though they may under-
stand it differently. The second fact is that its Divine Founder willed
that it be a visible society enjoying unity of faith and government;
while understood differently, this, too, is not denied, for otherwise
there would be no Ecumenical Movement. The third fact is that
this one Church of Christ has, from the beginning, been identified
with the Society in communion with the See of Peter and has ever
enjoyed the unity which Christ intended for His Church. To par-
ticipate in the unity that Christ intended will involve the return to
communion with the Holy See.

(b) The starting point of the reunion of Christendom is from a
state of separation from and non-membership in the one Church of
Christ. It is not a question of “uniting the Church” by removing cer-
tain imperfections from its outward aspect, since, in virtue of Divine
power, it already enjoys unity. But it is a question of the restoration
of baptized persons to the divinely-given unity which they do not
possess, and, not to partake of the unity of an existing visible Society
is the same as not to be members of it. The token of non-membership,
which is most noteworthy, is separation from communion with the
Holy See and, indeed, historically, this was the most noteworthy
feature of the initial breach. This state of separation entails dis-
advantages, the consideration of which should prompt their return.
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The first is lack of the living authority committed to the Church by
Christ; they lack the power of teaching in His name. The second is
the difficulty of eternal salvation, for, to be saved, it is necessary to
be a member of the Church or at least to have implicit intention of
becoming a member.

(c) Reunion is the effect of an act of reconciliation with the Holy
See and the ferminus is membership in the Church. The reconciliation
will involve the acceptance of the entire faith as taught by the Cath-
olic Church and the acknowledgment of the jurisdiction of ecclesiasti-
cal authority within its own sphere and the participation in the
means of justification and sanctification as provided by the Church.
There is no problem with regard to the individual convert. When
the question of corporate reconciliation comes up, other elements
come in. It would take too long to go into these here, so, for these
details consult Catholic Ecumenism to which we have referred.

3. In the Line of Prayer

The work of the reunion of Christendom is a supernatural enter-
prise. It is a part of the great missionary operation of the Church.
As all such efforts call for the essential factor of prayer, this must
also be considered. The Holy Office instruction of 1949 attributed
the general desire for unity on the part of non-Catholics to the
prayers of the faithful throughout the world.1®2 In the instruction of
1864 we find the same emphasis:

. . . the Catholic Church offers prayers to Almighty God, and
urges the faithful in Christ to pray, that all who have left the
Holy Roman Church, out of which there is no salvation, may
abjure their errors and be brought to the true faith, and the peace
of that Church; nay, that all men may, by God’s merciful aid,
attain to the knowledge of the truth.1%3

In 1908, a prayer movement was initiated which aims to carry
out that exhortation of the Holy Office and that movement is the
Chair of Unity Octave '** (January 18th to 25th). It has spread all

162 Cf. AAS, XLII, 142.

153 4 A4S, X1, 311,

154 Cf, David Gannon, Father Paul of Graymoor, (New York: MacMillan,
1951) p. 136-149, 255-283.
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over the world and enjoys the sponsorship of the Holy See. For
the further spread of this movement we look especially to the
seminaries where youthful zeal is enkindled, conjoined with clear
knowledge of the elements involved. Those of you who are faculty
members should take the occasion of this period to initiate special
activities which will enlighten the seminarians as to this great ques-
tion and enlist their participation in the work through their prayers.

vV
CONCLUSION

We have attempted in these pages to set forth basically a stafus
questionis of the Ecumenical Movement; the rest was merely acces-
sory to our main objective. While we do not pretend to have ex-
hausted all the angles of the question, we hope that at least a
beginning has been made in the way of a serious approach by this
Society. Much remains to be done and I would suggest that some
feature of Ecumenism be part of the program each time we meet;
in this way a deeper grasp will be obtained and practical measures
produced. In so doing, we will carry out the instruction of the Holy
Office when it declared,

This excellent work of “reunion” of all Christians in the one
true Faith and Church should daily become more integrated as a
distinguished portion in the universal pastoral charge and be
made the object of concern that the whole Catholic people take

to heart and recommend to God in fervent supplications. . . .1%%
In this way we will hasten the day when there will be one flock and

one shepherd.
Epwarp F. HANAHOE, S.A.

Graymaoor, Garrison, N. V.,

1556 445, XLII, 146-147.




