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facilitated	the	access	of	pro-regime	students	to	postgradu-
ate	studies.	Universities	also	lost	their	autonomy	to	design	
and	prepare	their	curricula.	The	Committee	on	Promotion	
of	Human	Sciences	Textbooks	was	established	to	“purify”	
university	 textbooks.	Many	observers	 interpreted	these	ef-
forts	as	a	second	Cultural	Revolution,	which	has	eroded	the	
quality	of	higher	education	in	Iran.	

Conclusion
Controlling	 and	 Islamizing	 universities	 has	 been	 one	 of	
the	primary	concerns	of	 the	 Islamic	 republic	 since	 its	 in-
ception.	This	has	culminated	 in	 two	Cultural	Revolutions	
that	occurred	 in	 the	1980s	and	2000s	respectively.	These	
policies	paved	the	way	for	a	massive	brain	drain	and	under-
mined	the	quality	of	education,	notably	in	the	humanities	

and	social	sciences.	Despite	these	efforts,	the	state	was	not	
successful	in	creating	an	Islamic	university.	The	expansion	
of	universities	and	student	numbers,	 the	growth	of	 infor-
mation	technologies,	and	the	fragmentation	and	deideolo-
gization	of	part	of	the	political	elites	are	among	the	reasons	
why	the	project	of	islamization	of	Iranian	universities	has	
been	a	relative	failure.	
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(Editor’s note: IHE is no lon-
ger publishing short book sum-
maries, but rather is providing 
a more comprehensive listing 
of new books that will be of 
interest to a higher education 
audience. We welcome sugges-
tions from readers for books 
on higher education published 
especially outside of the United 
States and United Kingdom. 
This list was compiled by Ed-
ward Choi, graduate assistant at 
the Center.)
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The Center For International Higher  
Education (CIHE)

The Boston College Center for International Higher 
Education brings an international consciousness to 
the analysis of higher education. We believe that an 
international perspective will contribute to enlight-
ened policy and practice. To serve this goal, the 
Center publishes the International Higher Educa-
tion quarterly newsletter, a book series, and other 
publications; sponsors conferences; and welcomes 
visiting scholars. We have a special concern for 
academic institutions in the Jesuit tradition world-
wide and, more broadly, with Catholic universities.

The Center promotes dialogue and cooperation 
among academic institutions throughout the 
world. We believe that the future depends on ef-
fective collaboration and the creation of an in-
ternational community focused on the improve-
ment of higher education in the public interest.

CIHE Web Site

The different sections of the CIHE Web site provide 
detailed information about the work of the Center, 
along with links to news and relevant resources in 
the field of interest to scholars, professionals, and 
students of higher education. All issues of Interna-
tional Higher Education are available online, with 
a searchable archive. In addition, the Web site pro-
vides easy access to details about current and past 
CIHE projects, initiatives, and resources; informa-
tion about our key partners; and links to our many 
publications. Prospective graduate students and 
visiting scholars can also find extensive information 
about how to seek connections with us in support of 

their studies and research.

The Program in Higher Education at the 
Lynch School of Education, Boston College

The Center is closely related to the graduate pro-
gram in higher education at Boston College. The 
program offers master’s and doctoral degrees that 
feature a social science–based approach to the 
study of higher education. Specializations are of-
fered in international higher education, adminis-
tration, and student affairs. For additional infor-
mation, see: http://www.bc.edu/schools/lsoe/
academics/departments/eahe/graduate.html/.

Special Section on Internationalization
The section on internationalization is made possible 
through a cooperative arrangement between CIHE 
and the Centre for Higher Education Internationali-
sation (CHEI) of the Università Cattolica del Sacro 
Cuore in Milan. Fiona Hunter, Associate Director of 
CHEI, is editorial advisor for this section.

Opinions expressed here do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the Center for  
International Higher Education.
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