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The Moment of GC 36 for Its Members

1. Eyes Wide Open

Guy J. Consolmagno ( )

“A General Congregation is like a six-week faculty meeting 
mashed up with a six-week retreat.” I forget from whom 

than I feared—the horrors of a faculty meeting: the tedious rehashing 

-

American

One year after the conclusion of General Congregation 36, 
Fr. Hung Pham, SJ ( ), of the Seminar on Jesuit Spiri-
tuality, invited members of the congregation from Canada 
and the United States to describe the impact of that event 
on their own spirituality and apostolic work.



2          Members of General Congregation 36

-

-

midst. This was not an experience I would typically associate with fac-

moments when Father Nicolás spoke to us as he withdrew from his role 

and strangers who were praying with us. The weight of that knowledge 

-

aula where we met.
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-

for pranzo
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-

-

rota of those who would speak 

of where we were would some-
times slip from faculty meeting 
to retreat mode—such as when 
I heard myself expressing ideas 

-

-
-

it is enough to simply state the following: since the end of the congre-

“We heard reports from all over the 
world of friends and strangers who 
were praying with us. The weight of 

I behaved.”  —Consolmagno
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-
-

rate myself from my fellow companions.

2. Inspiration, Encouragement, and Direction

Joseph S. Costantino ( )

I -

1 -

I did.

-

1

-
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-

-

participation in the congregation.

disappointment as I saw this phrase disappear from the draft decrees 

-
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-

a fortio-
ri

is with the guiding principle of an-
other theme of the congregation: col-

-

-

remains the sole decision maker.

one that might really share in pastoral leadership with him. A council 

implementation of a parish strategic plan. It would also see that each 

that GC 36 is today what had 
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-

-

-

-
tion: networking.

-

-

-

reconciliation
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congregation clearly helped set the stage.

-

one apostolate in mind or expressly for the apostolic works in our Con-

do so for yours.

3. Motion

Robert J. Geisinger (  app )

Motion

motion
Jesuit Constitutions

in motion. 

 Three memories come to mind. 

-

and concluded in consolation.



10          Members of General Congregation 36

formulae -

-

-

ad negotia
-
-

ent in the aula only after the election of Father Adolfo Nicolás. I look at 

ad negotia 

not

ad electionem 

-

ad negotia 
ad electionem. 
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formulae
-

cially with me.

-
formulae -

al congregation formula

formulae. I was happy to 

-

of a holy fear to see what the GC formula

-

-
-
-

motion.
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-
ther named me pro-

Congregation for the 

mission concerns the 

delicta gravio-
ra

with minors.

-

-

-

-
for-

mulae as well as a not-yet-existent statement on the protection of minors. 

formulae



 The Moment of GC 36 for Its Members          13

he and I typed and edited away on a topic powerfully near to my cur-

formulae -

were pounding for me at that moment. In a half hour or so we came up 
-

ernance on formulae

formulae -

-

way of proceeding and the patrimony of our Constitutions are still nour-

4. Unity and Diversity

James E. Grummer (  app )

-

their communities and places of ministry. At meetings of one sort or 
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the world. In addition to direct experience of the men and missions that 

“while there went / Those years and years by” that 
seemed “of world without event,” -

-

for my heart and head. 

-
-

-

do and how to do it.
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-

-

of like-minded and like-hearted men.

I found the prayerfulness of the congregation changing me 

-

-

murmuratio

I had a personal experience of that Ignatian counsel while trying 

The congregation worked wonders for my prayer life.

-
ticularly good at listening carefully in prayer so that God could tell him 

-
ing again and again that the rules for discernment and the structures of 

-

-
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-

-

Contemplatio
-

magis

5. Three Consolations

Herbert B. Keller ( )

-

-
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-
curate. Certain moments of the 

had the power to make a lasting 
impact on anyone. The resigna-
tion speech of Father Nicolá

the period of murmuratio

-

-

-

struck me most then was the ease and sense of peace that Father Nicolás 

“The image that remains with me is 
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-

was peacefully stepping aside from one of the most powerful positions 

to his room.

-

2. On a Common Mission

-

the period of discernment that surrounded the murmuratio prior to our 
-

es of that prayerful period are indeed hard to put into words. At the 

the murmuratio. 
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murmuratio was an intense experience of commu-

-

for me a great consolation.

3. Asking for Consolation

-

console the Christian faithful and to help 
them in their discernment so that the enemy of human nature does not 

-

-

urges us to pray insistently for this consolation that Christ desires to 

-
tions of this document come from this electronic source edition.

36th General Congregation Documents
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-

-

-
-

gregations.

6. To Allow the Creator to Deal Immediately with the 
Creature

Hung T. Pham (  app )

T o assist -
Spiritual Exercises rec-

-

solitude. . . . alone and secluded.” -

SpEx The Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius
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ants to enter the Exercises “with great spirit and generosity toward their 
-
 

-
gaging.

-

-
ence of a general congregation can represent a concrete model for how 

the -

closely.

tent -
tion.”

SpEx
SpEx
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En todo amar y servir

fourth panel seemed to remind the congregation of the one principle 
and foundational direction: a su divina majestad

how a congregation allows the creator to deal immediately with crea-

-
plying good informa-
tion”—the period known 
as the murmuratio—mem-

-

of election.  I was furthermore surprised to hear that we should make no 

Constitutions
Const The Constitutions and Complementary Norms of the Society of Jesus
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-

to where they should go.

-

-
-

cernment: the means to allow space for the creator to deal immediately 
with the creature.

7. Transformation of Spiritual Conversation

John W. McCarthy ( )

T
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-

was supposedly worthier of our care and concern.

“profound spiritual renewal.”11 -
tered on our understanding of our religious identity—our identity as 
companions on mission rather than the nature of the mission itself. The 

mission itself.

-

then are we open to personal and communal transformation.

the same dynamic at work in the gathering of the faithful or a gathering 

external successes and the accolades of others are often too successful at 

11 36th General Congregation Documents

Jesuit Life and Mission Today: The Decrees and Accompanying Documents of the 
31st–35th General Congregations of the Society of Jesus

Review of Ignatian Spirituality
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-

-

from it. Postulata
engagement of the many apostolic challenges and opportunities facing 

raison d’être of our gathering.

-

was -

-

Formula of the Institute -

essential ground of our apostolic mission.

36th General Congregation Documents
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-

-

identify with what that means in terms of community and apostolic dis-
-

explicitly their understanding that we needed to focus not on what we 

The opening paragraphs of decree 1 are clear and consistent in 

 or 
main theme presented for our appreciation is that of Ignatius and his 

Note the themes of community and communal discernment that 
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-
sion.

-

communal apostolic discernment. -
-

can help transform how we decide what we will do and how we will 

36th General Congregation Documents

-
Studies in the Spirituality of Jesuits

36th General Congregation Documents

Acta Romana -

ESDAC 
(Exercices Spirituels de Discernement Apostolique en Commun) Manual for Facilitators -
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-

-

and the practice of the examen.

-

-
derfully so. 

8. Communal Discernment

Michael C. McFarland ( )

A -
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-

-
tian discernment.

-
portant decision the congregation 
was faced with and the reason it 
was called. It followed a well-de-

-

centuries of experience. As uncon-

-
ments that are most important for genuine discernment.

-

murmuratio

-

-

-
ering and following the will of God.
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murmuratio

-

-
-
-

-

that took place in the murmuratio -

-

-

coetus praevius had set up two commissions expected to 
-
-

-
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-

-
perience. Each group was asked to go around the circle three times. The 

-
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that said something worthwhile and earned the support of almost all 

-

-

-
-

ties and apostolates.

9. Creating Space to Discern

Ronald A. Mercier ( )

In the Contemplatio ad amorem -
 The Contemplatio 

-
-

discernment.

SpEx The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius: Based on Studies in the Language 
of the Autograph
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The murmuratio

ad negotia 
-

world.

-

charism.

-

our common life.

-
cient way to accomplish its tasks than the seemingly endless process of 

-
murmuratio 
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-

of encounter undergirds the logic of decree 1. The word encounter occurs 
closeness occurs six times. 

-

sharing.”  As at the congregation it-
-

through a community life rooted in 
-

-
portant for discerning the future.

36th General Congregation Documents

“Our ability to grow as dis-
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-

to a wounded world and hear another summons to reconciliation—

 

-
rectly to another element that we knew at the congregation: the encoun-

-

-
-

encounters.

-
-

-

 The prayer-

-
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-

communal renewal. 

-

-

-
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10. Back to Fundamentals

Thomas D. Stegman (  app )

T
-

Spiritual Exercises 
en todo amar y servir -

work of reconciliation and the gift of the ministry of reconciliation to 

synergoi

decree.
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early in the ad negotia phase of the congregation. It was striking to me 

-

lifestyle consisting in concrete gestures.”

humility. Adolfo Nicolás modeled a salutary example of humility at the 
-

ment he had recently experienced. The image of Father Nicolás taking 

-

was calling them to do.

SpEx
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decree 1 sends out an important signal with its order of presentation. 
Notice that the document treats the theme of a discerning community 

-

-
inter

speak of that which touches us most deeply.”

-

-
Spiritual Exercises

36th General Congregation Documents
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-

-
 That is an acknowl-

-

-
-

-

-
-

time.

36th General Congregation Documents
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